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Oliver	   Barker,	   President	   of	   Sotheby's	   Europe,	   states:	   “We	   are	   delighted	   to	   support	   this	  
benchmark	   exhibition,	  which	  will	   further	   strengthen	   our	   understanding	   of	   the	   remarkable	  
culture	  of	   Imperial	  China.	  Bringing	   together	  major	   loans	   from	  the	  Forbidden	  City,	   together	  
with	   works	   from	   some	   of	   the	   biggest	   museums	   in	   the	   world,	   this	   will	   be	   one	   of	   the	  
exhibitions	  not	  to	  be	  missed	  in	  2017.”	  
	  
Since	  1744,	   Sotheby’s	  has	  united	   collectors	  with	  works	  of	   art	   of	   international	   importance.	  
Sotheby’s	  thus	  became	  the	  first	  worldwide	  auction	  house	  since	  it	  expanded	  from	  its	  London	  
base	  to	  New	  York	   (1955),	  Hong	  Kong	   (1973),	  where	   it	  was	  the	   first	   to	  organise	  auctions	   in	  
India	  (1992),	  France	  (2001)	  and	  finally	  to	  China	  (2012)	  where	  it	  became	  the	  first	  international	  
“Fine	  Art”	  auction	  house.	  
	  
Today,	   Sotheby's	   organises	   auctions	   in	   nine	   different	   sale-‐rooms,	   including	   New	   York,	  
London,	  Hong	  Kong	  and	  Paris;	  Sotheby’s	  BidNow	  programme	  enables	  visitors	   from	  around	  
the	  world	  to	  follow	  all	  the	  auctions	  online	  and	  make	  live	  offers	  from	  any	  location.	  
	  
The	  company	  offers	  collectors	  the	  opportunity	  to	  use	  Sotheby’s	  Financial	  Services,	  the	  only	  
full-‐service	   art	   financing	   company	   in	   the	   world,	   both	   for	   private	   sales	   in	   more	   than	   70	  
categories,	  including	  S	  |	  2,	  the	  Sotheby’s	  Contemporary	  Art	  Department	  gallery	  and	  for	  two	  
other	  commercial	  sectors:	  Sotheby’s	  Diamonds	  and	  Sotheby’s	  Wine.	  
	  
Sotheby’s	  has	  a	  worldwide	  network	  of	  90	  offices	  in	  40	  countries	  and	  is	  the	  oldest	  company	  
listed	  on	  the	  New	  York	  Stock	  Exchange.	  

	  


